
RICHLAND COUNTY 
 
 

Ohio 
 

 

ATHLETE CONTRACT — OATHS AND CODES OF CONDUCT 
“Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.” 

 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS ATHLETE’S AND UNIFIED PARTNER’S CODE OF CONDUCT 
Special Olympics is committed to the highest ideals of sport and expects all athletes to honor sports and 
Special Olympics. All Special Olympics athletes and Unified Partners agree to the following code: 
 
As a Richland County Special Olympics member, Athletes represent Richland County and Special Olympics Ohio 
during events and practices. Athletes are expected to: 

 Respect the rights, dignity, and worth of athletes, coaches, other volunteers, referees, friends, and 
spectators in Special Olympics. 

 Treat everyone equally regardless of age, sex, ethnic origin, religion, sexual orientation, or ability. 

 Be a positive role model for peers both in Special Olympics and in the community. 
 

ATTENDANCE 

 You must attend practices in order to participate in local or state events unless you have been excused 
for work or health reasons. If you are going to miss a practice or game, you must leave a message or 
email Sherry Minnig sminnig@rnewhope.org or 419-564-6571.  If you are out a significant time due to 
injury, you will need a doctor’s note before returning. 

 
UNIFORMS and HYGIENE 

 All game/event uniforms will be provided. 

 You must wear appropriate athletic shoes to both games and practices. 

 Athletes must wear sport-appropriate clothing for practice. 

 When traveling to games and tournaments, please dress appropriately – no inappropriate t-shirts. 

 Due to the nature of sports competitions, physical contact is bound to occur. Due to this, athletes are 

expected to maintain appropriate hygiene. This includes but not limited to consistent 

showering/bathing, brushing teeth, washing uniforms, cleaning cuts, cutting fingernails, etc. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

 You must provide your own transportation to and from practices and home events. We will provide 
transportation from the Newhope Administration Building (314 Cleveland Ave. Mansfield, OH) to all away 
events. You are responsible for getting to and from the Administration Building. 

 
APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR 

 You are expected to follow all rules and directions as told to you by coaches, volunteers, chaperones, 
referees, and any other event official. 

 No cussing, name-calling, or rude comments to coaches, teammates, volunteers, opposing teams, or 
officials on or off the court/field. 

 Keep your hands to yourself at all times. 

 No alcoholic beverages or drugs may be consumed or in an athlete's possession during a practice or 
Special Olympics event. This includes overnight trips. 

 Athletes are expected to respect teammates, coaches, volunteers, and officials at all times.
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These guidelines will be strictly enforced. Any violation to these guidelines will be handled in the following 
manner: 

 1st Incident: Verbal warning to the athlete and to parent/guardian or caseworker. 

 2nd Incident: Written warning and/or possible suspension at the coach’s discretion (Suspension will be no 
less than one practice and no more than one game for a first offense.) 

 3rd Incident: 1-2 week suspension from practices and 1-2 game suspension at the coach’s discretion. 

 4th Incident: Athlete will be suspended from participation for the remainder of the season. A meeting will 
be held with the athlete and family or appropriate staff. 

 

** Not all violations are equal. The Special Olympics Coordinator reserves the right to immediately suspend an 
athlete for the entirety of a sports season if an act is deemed excessive for the punishments listed above under 
the 1st ,2nd, or 3rd incident. 

 
** Aggressive behavior towards anyone during a Special Olympics event may result in being removed from the 
sport and the Richland County Special Olympics program in its entirety. 

 
** It will be the coach’s discretion as to whether your skills are sufficient enough to participate safely and 
successfully on the team. Special Olympics offers safe competition for all ability levels through their skills 
competitions. 

 
 
I have read the Code of Conduct and agree to follow them. If I do not follow the code of conduct, I can be sent 
home from practice and/or competition. 

 
 
 

Athlete Signature Date 

 

 
I, the witness, attest that the athlete above understands and acknowledges their responsibilities as an 
athlete for RCSO, as said in the above contract. 

 
 
 

Parent/Guardian/Witness Date 

 

 


