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Passion for helping
CARE Award Winner – Direct Support Professional
Not all of us are as fortunate as Vicki Thornsberry to find your life’s passion at
the age of 14. But that’s just what happened to Vicki when she began visiting a
group home where her grandmother worked.
Within two years, while still in high
school, she actually became employed
at a group home on weekends. After
a couple of stints with Richland
Newhope between other jobs, Vicki
found her true calling in 2014. That’s
when she became an independent
provider.
“I think that God just put me on this path,” says Vicki. “You’re not making a lot
of money but that’s okay and, when I go to bed at night, I sleep good and that’s
all about it for me.”
Read More

Volunteer experience impacts lives – including his own
CARE Award Winner – Hero with Heart
For John Caugherty, becoming involved with
Special Olympics was more than just a volunteer
opportunity. It was a calling.
“Really I think God gave me this job,” says John,
who became a volunteer after his grandson, Austin
Wells, began participating in Special Olympics
about 14 years ago.
That almost wasn’t even possible. That’s because
John nearly died twice – once when he was shot
during the Vietnam War in 1967 and again when he
had a major heart attack at the age of 49.

Read more

Community life and employment for people with DD
The U.S. Department of Justice has
told Ohio and other states that
people with developmental
disabilities need to be provided
services in the most integrated
settings possible.
A 2014 ruling from the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) says the Home and
Community-Based Services setting
‘provides opportunities for individuals to seek employment and work in competitive
integrated settings, engage in community life, and control personal resources.’
Ohio is taking steps to comply – through both Employment First and Community Life
Engagement. It’s a big change, not only for county boards of developmental
disabilities but also for our provider partners.

Read more

A good fit

(Editor’s Note: The following is part
of a series of stories about the
provider partners that work with
Richland Newhope who offer
services for people with
developmental disabilities in
Richland County.)
Cassy Hehmeyer says she has to be
her own boss. That’s one of the reasons why being an independent provider is a
good fit.
Cassy’s career in the developmental disabilities field began in 2003 when she began
working in one of Richland Newhope’s group homes.
“I never thought I’d be able to do that kind of work in a group home, but it was
interesting how fun it was,” says Cassy.

Read more
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