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Brothers share rare
condition

You’re anticipating the birth of your first child. At
20 weeks into your pregnancy you have a sonogram
done to find out the baby’s sex.
That’s when your world suddenly changes. You
learn the baby is a boy but medical personnel are
unable to measure his legs. A specialized
ultrasound is ordered, and you are told your baby might have a lethal form of
skeletal dysplasia. You get a second opinion and decide against amniocentesis
and termination.
Read more

New provider coming to Richland
County
(Editor’s Note: The following is part of a series of stories about the provider partners that work with Richland
Newhope who offer services for people with developmental disabilities in Richland County.)

Chris Allison wasn’t planning to work in the developmental disabilities field
after completing college. That was until he visited his brother, Christian, who
lived in a group home in Columbus that also housed juvenile delinquents.
Christian has a duel diagnosis of autism and bipolar disorder and moved into
the home at age 18. A visit one night from his brother changed both of their
lives.
Read more

New way to save
For years, individuals with disabilities had few
options to save money without fear of losing their
benefits. That all changed last June when Ohio
became the first in the nation to launch STABLE
Accounts.
STABLE Accounts are made possible by the Achieving a Better Life Experience
(ABLE) Act of 2014 – a federal law that allows families and individuals with
disabilities to save and invest money without losing eligibility for certain public
benefits such as Medicaid, SSI, or SSDI.
Read more

Newhope ReEnvisions Its Future

By Greg Grambush, Director of CQI, Planning, and Information Systems
During 2016 the agency worked diligently to move from being a provider of services
to being a funding source of waiver services for people with developmental
disabilities in Richland County.
To do this, the Adult Services and Transportation departments became independent
private providers under the ownership of Richland Newhope Industries, Inc. (RNI)
as of Dec. 1, 2016. For individuals and families, it means more options as the
Richland County Board of Developmental Disabilities continues to connect people to
providers and natural supports in the community to meet their individualized needs
as stated in their personcentered plans.
By being so preoccupied with the tremendous amount of work needed to transition

RNI, our planning efforts had to be streamlined during the year. No outside
consultant was used to facilitate the process, unlike in previous years. Very few
long, formal planning meetings were held. Instead, the Leadership Team, with input
from their staffs, reviewed and revised the objectives that had previously been
identified for 2017 and 2018. The existing planning document was updated where
needed and the process was completed in time for board review and approval.
You can read the entire 2016  2018 Strategic Plan on our website,
www.rnewhope.org.

Great season for the Bears
Congratulations to the
Richland County Bears after
finishing second in the Special
Olympics Ohio Adult Male
Division One State Basketball
Championship Tournament! It
was only the third time one of
the adult teams from Richland
County has made the title
game since 1979.

March DD Awareness Month Activities

Shadow fun!
Preschoolers at the Early Childhood Center enjoyed learning about Will
Pun\xsutawney Phil and Buckeye Chuck by creating their own shadows.
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